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PREFACE 

 Written between December 1876 and March 1877, Tchaikovsky’s Variations on a Rococo 

Theme, Op. 33 for cello and orchestra has been one of the most significant repertoires particularly 

among cellists today. It appears Tchaikovsky’s own theme on Rococo style, which he may be 

influenced by Mozart, and follows with numbers of variations bringing elegant and virtuosic 

musicality.  

 However, this masterwork had once been developed into the unusual “dispute” between two 

contrasting versions: the composer’s original versus the “arrangement” by Wilhem Fitzenhagen (1848 

– 1890), a German cellist and Tchaikovsky’s fellow professor at Moscow Conservatory, to whom the 

Rococo Variations was dedicated. The piece was premiered on November 30, 1877 in Moscow by this 

cellist with Nikolai Rubinstein conducting. Unfortunately, Fitzenhagen, responsible for the solo part, 

intervened considerably in shaping of the composer’s work by reshuffling and omitting some parts of 

variations, and he eventually entered alterations on the composer’s autograph. While Tchaikovsky did 

not inform the cellist’s role to his publisher P. I. Jurgenson, the latter wrote him back, “Horrible 

Fitzenhagen insists on changing your cello piece. He wants to “cello” it up and claims you gave him 

permission. Good God! Tchaikovsky revu et corrigé par Fitzenhagen!” 

 Nevertheless, performances on Fitzenhagen version were successfully given by stormy 

applauses, and it seems to be proven that reshaped style enhances the virtuosic effect the cellist aimed 

at. One of Fitzenhagen’s students, Anatoliy Brandukov (1850 – 1930) asked Tchaikovsky’s judgement 

about Fitzenhagen’s action, he seemed to be upset but replied, “'The Devil take it! Let it stand as it is!” 

Then, he finally yielded the publication of this recomposed work to Jurgenson, whereas the original 

work had never been published even after Tchaikovsky’s death until the recovery in 1957 by a Russian 

cellist, Victor Kubatsky (1891 – 1970). Indeed, “Fitzenhagen’s Rococo Variations” has become 

standardized to perform. Although some cellists prefer playing the original version because of its 

authenticity on its structural basis, many of us still favor the recomposed work that gives more 

flourished musical and technical influence to both performers and audiences.  

 From Fitzenhagen’s version, I have furtherly transcribed for solo cello and four-part cello 

ensemble. There is no special reason for the choice on this repertoire, but I have been fully inspired by 

recent trend that some of original orchestral and concerto repertoires have been arranged into the cello 

ensemble. I have considered cello is an instrument that gives wider range of musicality and technique, 

and I finally applied this prospect to my arrangement. In this new work, I have remained solo part same 

from Tchaikovsky - Fitzenhagen’s original score with adding some suggested but optional bowings, 

and wrote the rest of four accompanying parts, extracting necessary voices from the full orchestral 

score. I am hoping the performers and audiences could enjoy the brilliant, warm, and sonorous 

musicality of “Rococo Variations’” in another way of feeling on my version for cello ensemble. 

 

Jin Nakamura 



IV 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES IN FOUR-PARTS ENSEMBLE 

 Although the accompanying parts are in four-parts violoncello ensemble form, the 

performers are welcome to single or multiply (double, triple, etc.) each part (e.g., one, two, or 

three people on Violoncello I, II, III and/or IV). Yet, in case of performing in the latter manner, 

it is strongly recommended to follow the notes shown in the score: 

 

Solo: phrase must be played by one principal performer of the section. 

Soli: solo phrase may be played by top several performers of the section as necessary. 

Tutti: phrase must be played by all performers of the section. 

 

 In terms of double stop phrases or three-noted chords, if performing in single voice, 

each player is strongly encouraged to execute as it is written. Otherwise, it may be performed 

in divisi in case of more than one player on each section if necessary. 
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